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Clifton Elementary PTA – Meeting Minutes

Monday, September 13, 2010
This meeting was called to order by PTA President Patti Hopkins at  6:30 pm
Attendees:

Sydney Sawyer, Ann Jones, Patti Hopkins, Ellen Colter, Lisa Graine, Melanie Lessard, Martin Hobson, Mary Berger, Manaljav Delgermurun, Renee’ Miller, Lauria Organek, Larissa Szlucha, Ginger Couch, Debra Simpson, Laurie Vidovich, Kristie Wasserott, Annette Abutayeh, Andrew Lawrence, Kathryn Howell, Manny Mangahas, Doug Jennings, Julia Carbaugh, Lisa Chandler, Elizabeth Vittori, Stacia Camby, Kaslyn Sayer, Jen Coon, Nadeem Akhtar, Elizabeth Schultz, Mary Martinisko, Eric Richmond, Lisa Chandler
______________________________________________________________________________________
Agenda for today’s meeting was approved with the addition of Elizabeth Schultz speaking on the lawsuit.
Minutes from the May 11, 2010 meeting were approved.
Opening - Patti Hopkins – Welcome to staff and parent.  Introduction of PTA officers.  Thank you staff and teachers for making transition back to school easy.  
President’s Report – Patti Hopkins
· Courier– No longer doing the Courier.  Mrs. Miller doing weekly updates on KIT system through email and all information will be included.  Reducing the amount of paperwork.  Information will need to be sent to Mrs. Miller and posted to the website.
· PTA Website –Website has recently been updated and will be a main source for information  www.fcps.edu/CliftonES .  Will include links to committees and activities.  Announcements and information will be passed along through the PTA distribution list.  Encourage everyone to get on the list.  PTA website is www.cliftonPTA.org.   
· Boundary Study – SW region of FFX County has overcrowding.  School Board is conducting a boundary study and had a work session today.  On 9/23/10, they will vote to move forward with the boundary study.  They plan to hold community dialog meetings on October 25 and October 26 at three locations each night – total of six meetings.  Strongly encouraging parents to attend these meetings.  Community needs to give input.  Only the original 23 elementary schools are included in the boundary study.  The 5 schools that were added have been removed.  (Elizabeth Schultz) – attended last SB meeting.  Within the 29 schools there are 249 more seats than the projected enrollment, but that number includes Clifton Elementary.  FCSB staff is putting together the questions that will be asked at the community dialog meetings.  No solutions will be discussed.   Feb 8 and Feb 9 – scheduled dates for public hearing.  If you have material to be presented – pass it onto the school board member, legislative representative.  Strongly recommends elevating this issue.  The following schools are being considered for additions:  Cub Run, Union Mill, Bonnie Brae, Fairfax Villa, Fairview  New goal is for the 23 schools to be at 93-95% capacity, but even with the additions, they will not allow school to exceed 950.  Next SB meeting September 23.  You can register to speak under New Business.  Bookmark FCPS @fcps.edu 
· Important Dates:  

*September 23 - SB meeting at Luther Jackson School – SB will vote to move forward with the boundary study.

*Oct 25 and 26 – Community dialog meetings
*Feb 8 and 9 - Scheduled dates for public hearing
*Feb 14 – SB Work session at Gatehouse – School Board discusses new business.

*Feb 24 – Full SB meeting at Luther Jackson – will vote on the map and new boundaries. 
Keep sending letters and emails to the SB members.  Other issues to follow at the middle school and high school level, including the Annandale study and the reopening of an Elementary school in Annandale. 
Treasurer’s Report – Ann Jones 
· Copies of budget on the table along with year to date expenditures
· Current balance:  Checking - $2741.84  Money market - $12,827.55
Principal’s Report – Mrs. Miller
· Introduction – Delighted to be here.  Best school in FCPS.  Very impressed with our staff, who returned to school ready to roll up their sleeves and work to make this a positive year of learning for our students.
· Liz Bradsher was unable to attend the meeting but indicated that she is willing to address individual concerns about the boundary study.
· School Plan – Rocking the Red – having the best year ever.  Focus is on learning.  Strategic goals:
1.  Academic Achievement—Response to Intervention, Best Instructional Practices, Closing the Achievement Gap
2. Essential Life Skills—We will implement Positive Behavior Support this year. Students at every grade level will learn to create their own instructional SMART goals. 
3. Responsibility to the Community - Service learning that is tied to the curriculum.  It addresses a need within the community.  K-1 – Recycling; 2-4 – Learning Garden; 5-6 Anti-bullying 
Assistant Principal’s Report – Mrs. Colter
· Pep Rally – Rocking the Red Kick-off  tomorrow afternoon 2:30 Robinson Cheerleaders, awards, new school cheer/song.  Students will be given red Rocking the Red wristbands.  Second half of the assembly will introduce new fundraising activities.
· Cultural Assembly – Budget cuts eliminated the 5th graders from attending the Children’s International Festival at Wolftrap, but instead there will be a Mexican Dance Troupe performing on Wednesday for grades K-6.  PTA was asked (and approved) funding for meals for the performers.
· Naglieri (NNAT) test will be given on October 5 – October 7.  Previously, this test has been given in 2nd grade.  This year will be in 1st and 2nd grade, and following year will be 1st only.  
1st Vice President’s Report – Annette Abutayeh
· Volunteer forms went home.  Several chair positions filled.- We are in need of the following chairs:  Custodial Staff  and Food Service Appreciation Luncheon. Co-chair for Fun Fair; Reflections;  grants/restaurant fundraising, Clifton Day Booth.  Concerns that with the fate of our school unknown, our fundraising will be down.  Therefore, we are looking to reach out in other ways to raise money.  Need to raise approximately $40,000 annually.  Usually half of this amount is received from Silent Auction.  Sally Foster has also been a big contributor, but funds way down last year..
2nd Vice President’s Report – Elizabeth Vittori
· Picnic - Friday, September 24 – 5:30 to dark.  Need to borrow grills.  Transportation for grills will be provided! Transportation provided for grills.  Need volunteers for set-up, cooking and clean-up.  Rain date Oct 1. 
Secretary – Sydney Sawyer  
· Attendance – Please make sure that you sign the sheet in the front of the room and include your email address.

· Minutes – Are posted on the PTA website within 5 days.  Please feel free to review.

Teachers/Staff
· Mrs. Lessard – Thanks for the luncheon.  All staff very appreciative.   
· Red ribbon week – Last week of October – Information in the Tuesday folders and will be on the website.  

Committees  

· Fundraising – Laurie Vidovich – Replacing Sally Foster with Coupon Books for local businesses In addition to the 32 one time use coupons, you can also receive other on-line coupons.  Every child will come home with 3 books to be sold at the cost of $20.00.  They are to return the unsold books.  Students will be provided with additional books if they wish to sell more than 3.
· Community Outreach – Sydney Sawyer – Clifton Elementary will be doing four community outreach projects this year – one each quarter:  Q1 – Walk for the Homeless; Q2 – Individual classroom activities during the holiday season; Q3 – Pennies for Patients; Q4 – SCA Supply Drive to benefit the Kate Hanley Shelter.  
· Directory – Kathryn Howell – Looking for advertisements to support the publishing of the directory.  Encourage children to submit artwork.  Should be coming out in 2-3 weeks after back to school night.  
· Innovation and Invention Fair – Sydney Sawyer – Clifton Elementary is the only school in Fairfax County to do an Innovation and Invention Fair.  For the past 2 years, students from grades 4-6 who qualify go on to a county wide even called Kids Inquirery Conference held at the Udvar Hazy Center.  The I&I Fair needs parent volunteers and participants.  It’s for all grade levels.  Look for information at the back to School Nights and on the website.  Thanks to a grant from the Batelle Corporation, we have been awarded $5000 which is being used to create training material to be used both to promote Innovation and Invention activity at other schools.  
· Turn of fhe TV Week - Sydney Sawyer – The dates for National Turn off the TV week fall on Spring Break week, so they will be changed.  Consult the school calendar for new dates.
· Learning Garden – Doug Jennings for Ann Donargo – New Pumpkin Garden for Kindergarten is being created this year.  Need grade level coordinators for 1st and 4th grade gardens
Unfinished Business
New Business

· Oak View PTA invited Clifton to participate in a staff and parent basketball game.  Done at George Mason cost is $1200 which we split with Oak View.  Scheduled to take place in May.  Tentative plans are to say yes.  

Announcements


· Next PTA Meeting:  Tuesday, October 5 at 9:15 am in conjunction with the Volunteer Coffee

Adjournment – Meeting adjourned. 7:50pm.
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