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Clifton Elementary PTA – Meeting Minutes

Monday, October 5, 2010
This meeting was called to order by PTA President Patti Hopkins at 9:40am
Attendees:

Sydney Sawyer, Ann Jones, Patti Hopkins, Lisa Graine, Lisa Cushing, Kathryn Howell, Anne Beaudreau, Dianne Cunningham, Pam DellaSantina, Mary Ann Fields, Bret Fields, Mary Benger, Renee Miller, Le-Ha Anderson, Stephen Anderson, Heidi Uffelman, Sara Holbrook, Celeste Kittenic, Kristy Wasserott, Laurie Vidovich, Jacquelyn Bullis, Ina Patton, Tom VanBlaricom, Annette Abutayeh, Heather Williams, Wendi Russell, Trish Robertson, Cyndy Pratt, Ann Donargo, Jutta Nohra, Amanda Henken
______________________________________________________________________________________
Agenda for this morning’s meeting was approved.
Minutes from the September 13, 2010 meeting (and all meetings) are available to view on the PTA website.  Approval for both September and October minutes will be given at the November meeting.  
Opening - Patti Hopkins – Thank you all for coming.  This meeting will be followed immediately by the room parent/volunteer meeting.
President’s Report – Patti Hopkins
· Boundary Study – FCPS Board will be holding 6 community dialog meetings to 

review three preliminary boundary change options for the 23-school study area that include proposed building additions and reassignments of up to 29 areas from one school to another within the region to balance enrollments. All meetings will be in the cafeterias of the following elementary schools: 

Monday, October 25, 2010, 7-9 p.m. 

•   Greenbriar West Elementary School 

•   Union Mill Elementary School 

•   Virginia Run Elementary School 

Tuesday, October 26, 2010, 7-9 p.m.

•   Colin Powell Elementary School 

•   Fairview Elementary School 

•   Willow Springs Elementary School

Attendees will discuss and rank the three preliminary boundary change options and consider whether changes also should occur with feeder middle or high schools. Feedback from attendees will be forwarded to the School Board, posted on the Southwestern boundary website, and used by FCPS staff to develop a community survey on the proposed changes. The School Board will hold public hearings and a work session on the boundary changes in early 2011.
· Fun Fair – Scheduled for Saturday, March 26

· Clifton Day - Great event – Scheduled for this weekend.  Lisa Chandler is seeking volunteers to cover parking.   The Clifton Betterment Association runs the parking, giving all proceeds to the PTA.  This year the PTA will also have a booth in the Trummers’ parking lot starting at 8:00 am and will be selling the entertainment books.  Volunteers needed, as well.  

· Appreciation week – Week of 18th.  Combining bus driver, custodial staff and food service staff.

· Soup and Salad Luncheon – Monday October 25th.  Need volunteers to make soup and salad.  Drop off food at 12:00.  Contact Lisa Graine if you can assist.
Treasurer’s Report – Ann Jones 
· Copies of budget on the table along with year to date expenditures
· Current balance:  Checking - $298.71   Money market - $12430.61.
Principal’s Report – Mrs. Miller
Thank you all for coming 

· Clifton’s School Improvement Plan was submitted to the Cluster VI office on 9/30. Our goals include increasing our student pass and pass advanced rates in math, reading, and writing; service learning—grades K & 1= recycling, 2-4=habitats, soil, and plants in the learning garden; 5-6=anti-bullying; Essential Life skills=goal setting, anti-bullying, and PBS.

· The staff has decided to adopt Positive Behavior Support school-wide, except in fifth grade due to the UVA/Responsive Classroom study. Our second training will be on 10/18 with Dr. Kathy McQuillan.

· Leslie Butz has invited four teachers to participate in teacher leadership sessions with Ann Delehant, and she also invited four teachers to participate in Adaptive Schools training with Jane Ellison.

· CogAT testing for grade 2 will be 10/19-10/22.

· Attendance Issues – Regulations changed in 2009.  Family vacations are considered unexcused absences according to an FCPS regulation that was updated last year.  Students must legally maintain a full day schedule.  According to the Code of Virginia, students may not miss school for reasons such as regular private therapy, music lessons, or athletic practice. The school must report frequent tardies and absences to the attendance officer. There are exceptions for students who are medically fragile. I will send a letter to all parents with regard to these issues within the next week.
· Enrollment – Currently 366.  Tom VanBlaircom reported that Liz Bradshir is reporting that said that Clifton Elementary has 250 students.  Recommendation are that parents and principal e-mail Mrs. Bradshir and correct her on enrollment.
· Parent view – 58% signed up for Parentview – up from last year.  
1st Vice President’s Report – Annette Abutayeh
· Need Committee Chairs – Approval given to do a flyer to see help for the following committees.

· Fun Fair – Needs Co-Chair

· Reflections – No Chair and time to submit is now.  May need to skip this year and see Chair for next year.

· Bus Driver, Custodian and Food Service Staff Appreciation Week

Secretary – Sydney Sawyer  
· Attendance – Please make sure that you sign the sheet in the front of the room and include your email address.

· Minutes – Are posted on the PTA website within 5 days.  Please feel free to review for approval at the next meeting.
Teachers/Staff  
· Melanie Lessard - Red ribbon week – Last week of October – Information in the Tuesday folders and will be on the website.  
· Mr. Zehr – Requested for financial assistance to attend the Conference of Social Studies Educators  in Williamsburg.  Mr. Zehr and a colleague will be presenting “Songs for Teaching Elementary Standards of Virginia Studies and US History”.  He is requesting $50-$75 to cover travel and food.  Request was granted.  
Committees  

· Fundraising – Laurie Vidovich –  650 Entertainment books have been sold.  345 books to sell at Clifton Day 
· Arts in the School – Heather Williams – Teachers have signed up and schedule will be posted on the website. Several classrooms need docent.  AITS Committee will be working with the room parents to fill these slots
New Business

· Teacher of the Year – Tom VanBlaricom – Recommended establishing a committee to submit a candidate for recognition each year.  Elizabeth Vittori and Tom VanBlaricom formed a committee.  
Announcements


· Next PTA Meeting:  Monday, November 8 at 7:00 pm.  Tentative plans are to have an at-large school board member present.  
Adjournment – Meeting adjourned. 10:00 am.  
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